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The Convergence of Buddha Dharma
and Calligraphy with the Contemporary
Development of Zen Calligraphy

Yao Honglei

Abstract

As through the argumentation of etymology, this paper recognizes that
the concept of calligraphy is the outcomes of the movements according
to Buddha dharma itself, or is said to be embedded in Buddha dharma.
During the Northern Song era, Huang Ting Jian introduced Zen into
calligraphy, that is, the Zen dharma is conversed in calligraphy; Shi
Hui Hoéng was propagated it vigorously and recognized Pen and Ink as
matters of Buddha. Therefore, the “Text Zen” had become a fashion,
and the alignment of the Zen Buddhism and the calligraphy arts have
been achieved highly. In modern times, Zen Buddhism and calligraphy
combine closely again. People inherit the descendant of the “Text Zen”
and proposed the concept of “Calligraphy Zen”. In order to explore
the convergence and development of Zen dharma and calligraphy.
Some monks introduce calligraphy into Zen, but the other calligraphers
contrary to introducing Zen into calligraphy. All the methodology was
introduced by Huang Ting Jian er al. In practice, people reference
to master Hong-yi er al. People explore the possibilities of the Zen
calligraphy arts actively.
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