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Historical Evaluation of the Role of Buddhist Monks in the Society
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Abstract

The moot purpose of this study is to show Buddhist monks society with the changes of
circumstances and needs made Buddhist monks change their original role of being mainly spiritual
guides of the laity and turned out to become more like spiritual -cum-secular guides. This change
of roles brought them to turn more into shape and mold of Brahminic priests, officiating at rites,
rituals and ceremonies. The change of role is specially discussed with regard to Theravada

Buddhist monks in Sri Lanka.
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