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Positive Attitude for Social Service: A Buddhist Approach

Candamukha

Abstract

Social harmony springs from the social service, but not from selfish service. Social service in
turn must necessarily be sprung from selfless attitude. As a worldly being, people happen to
render their service to society out of self-interest. It may yield certain amount of happiness and
harmony in the society. However, it does not help the society to establish sustainable happiness,
harmony and prosperity. Therefore, this paper explores positive attitude that enables selfless
social service for the sustainable welfare and happiness of sentient beings. Primary sources for
this exploration are the selfless service of the Buddha and Bodhisatta recorded in the Pali
literature. As the Buddha has realized the selfless nature, His selfless services to all sentient
beings remain guiding examples for all Buddhists. This paper highlights some of the exemplary
services of the Buddha that inspire Buddhists to nurture positive attitude in providing social
service to humanity. In addition to the selfless service of the Buddha, this paper also includes
selfless social service of Bodhisatta so as to understand why Bodhisatta, even though he is yet
to be fully enlightened, could render such selfless service to humanity. It is hoped that this

paper encourages people to render social service only for the interest of other beings.
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