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Significance of Yuhang Feitian in the Maritime Silk Road

Wang Xiaoyang

Abstract

From 2011 to 2012, Hangzhou Institute of Cultural Relics and Archaeology and
Yuhang Museum excavated 112 tombs of Eastern Jin and Southern Dynasties on
Xiaoheng Mountain in the west of Chenjiamugiao Village, Xiaolin Town, Yuhang
District, including 20 brick tombs with portraits. The contents of the portraits consist
Four Gods, Phoenix Birds, Qianqiu, Long Live, Lions, Feitian, Lotus Metamorphosis,
Orbs, and humans. Among these images, Feitian images have attracted the attention
of scholas, not only because of large numbers, but also because of their beauty. Some
scholars define it as the Taoist image Feixian. However we believe that Yuhang
Feitian are Buddhist images, which belongs to the Southeast Feitian section. The
discovery of Yuhang Feitian is significant in two aspects. On the one hand, Feitian in
the tomb murals is a rare species, and Yuhang Feitian’s appearance in the tomb
murals shows that the native tomb art contributed to the early spread of Buddhism. On
the other hand, Yuhang Feitian is not in the time chain of the localization of Northern
Buddhism. Therefore, Yuhang Feitian's archaeological achievements suggests the
possibilities of the influence of the Maritime Silk Road.
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